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Alvarez, Julia.  Return to Sender.  New York: Knopf, 2009.

Tyler’s family is in desperate need of help on their Vermont farm; his father was injured in an accident, his older brother is off to college, and twelve-year old Tyler can’t possibly do everything that needs to be done.  His father hires three migrant workers from Mexico, and one of them brings along his three daughters.  The two youngest girls were born in the United States, but the oldest, Mari, came across the border illegally with her parents when she was a small child.  The girl’s mother went back to Mexico to visit a dying family member and has disappeared on her re-entry to the United States.  Her father believes his wife is dead, but Mari writes letters to her mother, believing she will return to them.  Mari’s father and his two brothers work long, hard hours to send money home to their family in Mexico, living in constant fear that Immigration and Customs Enforcement will arrest and deport them.  Tyler and Mari are in the same class at school and become good friends though he is confused–his parents are law-abiding citizens and yet they break the law to hire Mari’s father and uncles. The two families become close; Tyler’s grandmother takes the three girls in and loves them as if they are her own grandchildren, and the three Mexican men keep Tyler’s father from losing his farm.  There are no easy answers as Mari’s family is discovered and eventually deported—they are here illegally and yet they just want a better life for their family.  

Audience and Connection: This is for younger teens and upper elementary.  It teaches the story of illegal immigration in such a way that readers will see the human side of the issue—the side that shows there are no easy answers to this issue that is so prevalent in the U.S. at this time.

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains. New York: Simon and Shuster, 2008.

When their mistress dies and leaves instructions in her will to free thirteen-year-old Isabel and her younger sister, Ruth, the girls think they are finally free from slavery. A greedy relative of the dead woman disregards the will and sells the girls to a cruel New York couple who support the crown and work against the American Revolution.  The Locktons are cruel owners, and Isabel knows she must be careful not to anger either one of them.  On her first day in New York she meets Curzon, a slave and Patriot, who convinces her to spy on the Locktons.  She brings him information, believing the Patriots will help free her and Ruth.  When Mrs. Lockton sells Ruth, Isabel demands answers about her sister.  Mrs. Lockton, afraid of Isabel’s anger, attacks her and Isabel runs for her life.  She asks the Patriots for help, but they turn her back over to the Locktons.  Isabel is imprisoned, branded, and placed in the stocks, and finally returned to the Lockton home.  The British invade the city and Isabel runs away again, hearing that the British will free any slave that comes to them.  They refuse to help her because she is the property of Loyalists, so she once again returns to the Locktons.  Isabel works long hard hours for her masters, barely surviving the fire that burns so much of the city.  As the British take over New York, they imprison thousands of Patriots, one of them Curzon.  Isabel fears for his life and takes food to him, eventually taking messages back and forth from the prisoners to their commanding officer.  When Mrs. Lockton discovers what Isable is doing, she beats her and threatens to sell her, letting slip that Ruth was not sold but on their plantation in the south.  Isabel escapes, goes to the prison and rescues Curzon, taking the deathly ill boy with her on a journey for freedom.

Audience and Connections: For grades 7-10, this novel is a great read for an inter-disciplinary American History/English class. Students will wonder at the irony of the horrors of slavery while Americans fight for their own freedom.

Anderson, Laurie Halse. wintergirls. New York: Viking, 2009.

The story begins when Lia discovers her ex-best friend died in a motel room, alone and suffering.  What she doesn’t tell anyone else is that Cassie had called her over and over, begging for Lia to pick up the phone, to help her.  Lia doesn’t answer the calls because Cassie had dumped her 6 months before with ugly accusations and then ignored Lia’s own phone calls.  Lia thinks, “She wiped me off the face of her existence.”  Now, Lia is left alone with her guilt and her illness—she and Cassie were partners in the dangerous and life-threatening world of anorexia.  Lia recently moved out of her mother’s home and now lives with her father and stepmother and her stepsister, third-grader Emma.  She has been in and out of hospitals for her anorexia and now lives a life of lies and goals.  She lies to her parents about her eating and her weight—tricking them during her weekly weigh-ins and lying to them about the food she says she’s eating.  Her goals?  To lose 5 pounds and then another 5 pounds and then another.  She cuts herself to release the evilness inside, she exercises for hours at a time, and she meticulously counts her calories.  Cassie visits Lia in her sleep and during the day, begging her to win, to join her in death.  Lia, at almost the point of no return, realizes she has a choice.  She asks for help and is brought back from an almost certain death, realizing there is “no magic cure, no making it go away forever.  There are only small steps upward; an easier day, an unexpected laugh, a mirror that doesn’t matter anymore.”

Audience and Connections: Grades 7-12.   This is a tough book to read, but an important read for young girls, especially those who are anorexic or cutting themselves.  Anderson doesn’t pull any punches as she tells the downward spiral of a young girl on the brink of death.

Hiaasen, Carl. Scat. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2009.

Nick and his friend Marta are unwilling students in Bunny Starch’s biology class—she’s the toughest, meanest teacher they’ve ever had.  But, when she goes missing after a fire during a field trip to Black Vine Swamp and the school says she’s away on family business, Nick and Marta are convinced something is wrong.  Nick decides the two of them will check out Starch’s house and see if they can find any clues to their teacher’s disappearance.  It is here that they meet Twilly, an eco-avenger who knows exactly where Bunny is and why she’s missing.  He takes the kids back to town and tells them to stay away and stop asking questions.  Smoke, another student in their biology class, is blamed for the fire.  Nick is convinced he is innocent and sets out to prove it.  The two become mixed up in a crazy scenario—a corrupt oil company trying to drill on protected land and Twilly, Bunny, and Smoke trying to save an endangered panther cub and reunite it with its mother while putting the oil company out of business.  In the mix is Nick’s worry about his dad who lost an arm in Iraq and is still recovering and Smoke’s crazy bird-loving father.  The kids are able to find the mother panther and put her and her cub together again.  Twilly shuts down the oil company, and the bad guys go off to jail. 

Audience and Connections:  For grades 5-9.  This is another wonderful story from Hiasson; both his adult novels and his YAL focus on the environment and always introduce us to crazy characters.  Teachers could use this to show how mankind puts our wildlife in danger as our greed too often dominates our thinking.

Harmon, Michael. Brutal. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2009.

Poe Holly’s mother is off to South America to save the world and Holly is off to Benders Hollow, California, to live with a dad she has never met.  Her mother, a doctor, thinks nothing of leaving her daughter behind while she goes into the jungle to treat third world patients; her father, a high school counselor, has lots of guilt about abandoning Holly when she was an infant, but he wants another chance at parenting.  Holly is disgusted with the whole scene.  She wants to stay in L.A. with her friends and her band mates, not move to a hick town—a town that doesn’t deal well with a “punker chick” with ripped fishnet stockings and black boots, eyebrow rings, and black nail polish.  Holly becomes friends with the mayor’s son, Theo.  Theo tells her “I’m in no crowd,  In the in because I’m a townie, but not in the in. . . I was born with a polo shirt on and a golf club in my hand, but the doctor accidentally pushed the wrong button and I wound up with cognitive thought abilities.”  She also gets to know Velveeta, her next-door neighbor, a troubled young man who is the target of bullies.  When Holly sees the school’s football star, Colby, beat Velveeta, she decides to make him and the rest of the school who stands by and watches as the harassment gets vicious, pay for their ugliness.  As she tries to save Velveeta, she learns about herself and her dysfunctional family.

Audience and Connections:  For grades 8-12.  Readers will love the main character as she fights the stereotypes, cliques, and the bullying that so often run beneath the surface of every high school.

Headley, Justina Chen. North of Beautiful. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2009.

Terra Ciooper is tall, blond, built, and beautiful—until she brushes her hair away from her cheek or washes off the thick makeup. A birthmark, a port wine stain, covers her right cheek.  Terra’s mother has tried every known medical treatment but nothing makes the stain fade.  Terra tries hard to be comfortable in her own skin but the teasing of classmates and the stares of strangers makes it difficult.  Her boyfriend Erik is a jock; he doesn’t really understand Terra’s dreams and her fears, and their relationship seems almost half-hearted.  Terra lives with an abusive father; he verbally abuses all members of the family, especially Terra’s overweight and loving mother.  Her two older brothers left for college and then one leaves to work in China—neither come home and neither check up on their little sister and their mother, even when they know how horrible their father can be.  Terra meets Jacob, an intelligent and caring young man—a Goth.  The two connect and become good friends, as do their mothers. When their relationship seems to go beyond friendship, Terra regrets she hasn’t told him about Erik. When Terra’s brother sends plane tickets to China for her and her mother, Jacob and his mother decide to go with them and visit the orphanage where he lived the first few years of his life.  It is in China where Terra and her mother gain the courage to confront the abusive husband/father and to understand their own strengths.  

Audience and Connections:  For grades 9-12.  This is a well-written story for older girls.  The author covers a lot of ground—the birthmark, the abuse, the dysfunctional family, and the relationship between Terra and Jacob.  Terra is a strong character—one girls will empathize with and learn from as she overcomes so many problems in her life.

Jocelyn, Marthe.  Would You.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2008.

Natalie is enjoying her summer vacation with her friends and her older sister, Claire, who is getting ready to leave for college in a few months.  Life is good and Natalie and Claire enjoy their time together, as close as only sisters can be.  And then the unspeakable happens.  Claire is hit by a car and is in critical condition.  After brain surgery, the doctors tell them they must wait a few days before further testing can be done.  At first, Natalie and her parents hang on to the hope that Claire will come back to them.  But the longer she lies in the hospital bed, connected to wires and tubes, the less hope they have.  Friends rally around both Natalie and her parents with food and kind words and offers of help.  Nothing can help.  Natalie’s father looks for miracles on the Internet and tries to find someone to blame; her mother breaks down, yelling at Natalie to clean her room and wonders why she couldn’t protect her child, and Natalie herself can’t imagine her life without Claire.  When the doctors tell the family Claire is brain dead, they realize they need to let Claire go—that she really died the night of the accident.  Natalie realizes, “A Happy ending?  Nowhere near happy.  And except for Claire, not really an ending at all.”

Audience/Connections:  Girls in grades 8-12 will find themselves engaged in this very sad story of sisters and death.

Koertge, Ron.  Deadville.  Cambridge: Candlelight Press, 2008.

Ryan and his family haven’t been the same since his little sister died of cancer.  His father has gone to the extremes in both diet and work and his mother loses herself in her music.  Ryan?  He started in on marijuana as soon as his sister was hospitalized.  Ryan gives up friends and sports and hangs around with the school drug dealer, staying high and trying to forget his grief and confusion.  When a senior girl has a riding accident and ends up in the hospital in a coma, Ryan becomes a daily visitor—hoping he can make up for the way he wasn’t there for his little sister.  Ryan talks to Charlotte, telling her to come back—telling her how much her parents and friends miss her. Most of her friends quit visiting and think it is very strange that Ryan is there every day, even though he isn’t Charlotte’s friend. The reader begins to wonder though who is helping whom?  He meets another student, Betty, at the hospital, and she helps him see his way out of the drugs and the grief.  He also becomes friends with an 11-year-old boy with cancer—a young man wise beyond his years.  The novel ends with Ryan “telling” his sister, “Hey, Molly!  Guess who’s happy?  I didn’t mean to be.  It just kind of happened.  It doesn’t mean I don’t love you.  But I’m forging ahead.  I can’t help myself.”

Audience/Connection:  Grades 8-10 will enjoy this book.  The themes of loss and grief are explored as Ryan discovers how to move on from his sister’s death.


Lyga, Barry. Hero-Type.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008.


Kevin Ross is hailed as a hero in his hometown when he saves a classmate, Leah, from a serial rapist and murderer and yet Kevin knows there is much more to the story.  A member of the Council of Fools, a group of outsiders and jokesters, Kevin lives alone with his father in a tiny basement apartment.  His mother and younger brother moved to California two years ago; Kevin misses them, but feels he needs to stay with his father, a decorated vet who left the military in dishonor for whistle blowing.  Kevin has a secret.  He’s been videotaping Leah for the past two years, following and filming her without her knowledge.  He watches the tapes over and over but never dares speak to her.  Once he saves her, she wants to be his friend, even inviting him to a party. He realizes he was wrong in taping her and the guilt eats away at him as he tries to come to terms with the idea of hero. When the local mayor sells him a car for some of his reward money, it comes with two magnets reading, Support Our Troops.  Kevin’s father insists he takes them off, and a newspaper reporter catches Kevin throwing them in the trash.  Once the paper comes out the next morning, Kevin goes from hero to the enemy overnight.  School becomes a nightmare for Kevin as he tries to defend the right to free speech and to explain that a magnet on your car does not mean you support anything.  As his group of crazy friends tries to take the heat away from Kevin by pulling stunts, Kevin is pulled into defending his right to take the magnets off his car without getting the tag of unpatriotic. He is drawn into two debates with a popular athlete, a young man who thinks he has all the answers but doesn’t.   Kevin learns Leah is not what he thought her to be, that his friend’s pranks go too far, and that he needs to be with his mother and brother in California.  It is time to retreat—not run away, but retreat.


Audience/Connections:  Boys and girls can relate to making bad choices and standing up for what one believes.  Grades 9-12.

Mun, Nami.  Miles From Nowhere.  New York: Riverhead Books, 2009.

This book is not advertised as YAL, but the narrator is a 15 year-old-girl. She begins her story in a shelter for homeless teens, and she weaves her narrative from past to present and back as she tries to make sense of her life and her parents.  Joon is a teenager whose family moved to the United States just four years earlier, and the reader wonders if it is the move that has caused the family to fall into such dysfunction.  Her mother is mentally ill, her father an alcoholic, and Joon finally runs away from the pain and confusion of her home.  She says, “I had left home to bring back my father, and when my search failed, I knew that meant that he wanted to stay gone.  Which made me sad.  And then jealous of his freedom.  So I stayed gone, too, and left my mom to live alone, inside that tunnel of grief.  I didn’t even go back to say good-bye.”  This begins Joon’s travels through the underground of teen runaways, a place of drugs, sex, sorrow, and loneliness.   Joon’s journey is a horrible one of shooting up drugs, prostitution, dealing, pregnancy, suicide attempts, and finally one of hope as she struggles to work herself out of the horrors of street life.  She makes it, but many of her friends along the way don’t.

Audience/Connections: This was hard for me to read—the author doesn’t pull any punches.  I wouldn’t recommend it for a whole class novel, but 11th and 12th graders may read it in independent reading.  I’d certainly read it first and make sure you know the content.


Myers, Walter Dean.  Sunrise Over Fallujah.  New York: Scholastic Press, 20008.


Against his father’s wishes, Robin “Birdy” Perry enlists in the Army after high school and soon finds himself on his way to Iraq, a member of Operation Iraqi Freedom. His unit’s mission is to interact with the Iraqi people and, as their commander tells them, “The fourth and final phase will be the building of a successful democracy in Iraq.  That’s where Civil Affairs comes in.  It’s our job to assess and start that rebuilding process.” Birdy quickly makes friends with others in his unit.  He and Jonesy, a blues musician from the South, become best buddies, swearing that they will watch each other’s backs.  As their group goes deeper and deeper into Iraq, Birdy realizes the Iraq people don’t trust Americans and want them out of their country.  He also quickly realizes that most of the Iraqis he is supposed to interact with would gladly kill him.  Out on patrol he sees a young Iraqi boy gunned down, and he looks into the anguished eyes of the dead youth’s grandmother.  As he walks away he thinks, “It was a horror movie badly out of focus, with only the images in my head crystal clear.”  He writes home to his parents and tells them things are going well, and, in April of 2003, he writes his uncle that the war is over.  But, the war is far from over; Birdy sees more death, and he prays he makes it home alive.  When his friend Jonesy is killed, Birdy realizes, “We are in a war of complete randomness.  Death was hiding in every shadow, lurking along every roadway, flying through the midday air.  There was no logic except the constant adding up of numbers.”   Birdy knows that he is fooling himself into thinking he is in Iraq for his country and for his family—this war doesn’t make sense to Birdy or to most of the young people fighting and dying so far from home.  Meyers includes letters Birdy sends home to family members, including the letters he sends home to his Uncle Richie.


Audience/Connections: Grades 9-12.  Boys might be most interested but there are several interesting women members of Birdy’s unit.   Those students who have read Myer’s Fallen Angels will recognize that the uncle who Robin writes home to is Richie Perry, the main character in Fallen Angels.  This is another book by Myers that shows the horrors and the senselessness of war.


Omar, Amjed.  Beneath My Mother’s Feet. New York: Antheneum Books for Young Readers, 2008.

Fourteen-year-old Nazia is pulled out of school and forced to help her mother clean houses.  Her father had an accident and says he can no longer work, and her older brother has run away.  Nazia wants to stay in school but, as she tells her friends, “Our lives will always be in the hands of our mothers, whether we like it or not.” Nazia is promised to her cousin and is to marry soon, but will anyone want to marry a girl who is a maid for the wealthy? When her brother steals her dowry, Nazia realizes she will have a difficult time escaping the life of a maid.  Life in not easy for women in Pakistan, and Nazia, her sisters, and her mother all suffer because her father is lazy and dishonest and these traits have been handed down to his son.  The two people who should protect the women in their family are the two that make their life so difficult.  When her father spends the rent money, the family is out in the streets until one of their employers gives them a room in the servant’s quarters.  Nazia life becomes one of hard work and abuse; she misses her friends and school.  She realizes that she does not want to marry her cousin when he and her uncle come for her, behaving as if they are doing her a favor by taking a poor maid into their family.  She also realizes her father and her brother will not take care of her mother and her sisters.  She makes the decision to return to school, knowing her teacher will help her.  It is her mother who gives her a chance.  She has been saving money for just such a day, knowing her strong-willed daughter has the strength and the wisdom to become more than just someone’s wife or someone’s maid.


Audience/Connections:  Girls who enjoy reading about other cultures will be fascinated by Nazia’s story.  Grades 6-8


Parker, Robert.  The Boxer and the Spy. New York: Philomel Books, 2008.


When the police report Jason Greene’s death as a suicide and the report says there were traces of steroids in his system, freshman Terry Novak doesn’t believe it.  Jason didn’t have a lot of friends, and most of the student body suspected he was gay.  Terry liked Jason and decides to figure out what really happened—he doesn’t buy the steroids/suicide story.  As soon as Terry starts asking questions, the principal, Mr. Bullard, and Kip, the senior football star, threatens him.  Terry, a boxer-in-training, and his good friend, Abby, begin investigating Jason’s death, getting help from a network of friends.  What they find is more than they bargained for.  Clues lead to the principal and to Kip so they begin following them, discovering the two are meeting on a regular basis.  As they spy on Mr. Bullard, they catch him in the act with a Mrs. Trent, the head of the town’s selectman, a woman who is now running for governor.  The closer they get, the more threatened they feel.  When they confront Mrs. Trent, Kip and Bullard come looking for them.  Bullard eventually turns on Kip, and Kip tells the police everything.  Terry and Abby not only uncover Jason’s murderer, they uncover corruption at city hall.


Audience/Connections:  Parker’s sense of humor, good characters, an interesting mystery, and great dialogue will keep teens engaged.  Grades 8-10


Sitcomer, Alan Lawrence.  The Secret Story of Sonia Rodriguez.  Hyperion: New York, 
2008.

Sonia Rodriguez says, “Me, I struggle with high school but I promised myself a long time ago that no matter what, I was going to be the first Rodriguez in America to graduate.  For some people that may not sound like much, but for me it’s a big deal.  Especially since I’m a girl.”  Sonia is determined to graduate high school but her life keeps getting in the way of her dreams.  Her father works long hours to support the family, and she seldom sees him.  Her mother is a lazy woman who would rather watch soap operas while Sonia cleans, cooks, takes care of her four lazy brothers, and cleans up after a drunken uncle while trying to keep up with school work.  Her life becomes more complicated when she is attracted to not only a kitten in a pet store but the young man who waits on her.  When she takes a stand at home and refuses to be the house slave, her mother takes her out of school early and sends her to her grandmother in Mexico.  Sonia learns to love her grandmother and her cousin whose life is difficult—a life she would have had to live if her family had stayed in Mexico.  She returns eager to begin her senior year of high school but drops out when her mother has twins and needs more help than ever.  It isn’t until her father finds her drunken uncle attacking her, that her life becomes better.  Her father kicks the uncle out of the home, shapes up her lazy brothers, and tells his wife she will no longer use Sonia as her personal slave.  Sonia is able to graduate and life is looking up for her.

Audience/Connections:  For girls in grades 8-12, this book takes a good look at the life of the children of illegal immigrants who don’t feel at home in the USA or in Mexico. Sonia’s life also shows the cultural differences and the difficulties those bring for young girls.

Small, Lauren.  Choke Creek. Baltimore: BridlePath Press, 2009. 

In the 1960’s two young people, both trying to understand the past, meet, and their stories are framed in two horrific incidents—The Battle of Choke Creek and a vicious slaughter in Viet Nam.  The story is also framed in their family histories as they both try to understand the part their families played in the Battle of Choke Creek.  15-year-old Evie’s father owns the city newspaper; Eason’s father owns and ranches the land where the battle took place. Evie’s ancestor reported on the battle; Eason is the great-grandfather of one of the men who rode with the cavalry.  Eason believes his great-grandfather was a coward who refused to fight in the battle.  Wanting to prove himself and wipe away the stigma on his family, he enlists and is sent to Viet Nam.  Evie becomes fascinated with Eason, the battlefield, and the story of Choke Creek.  She begins to have visions of what really happened on that battlefield—women and children and old people butchered and mutilated.  These were not enemies but a peaceful people camping where the governor had sent them.  The leader of the cavalry led his men into not a battle but a slaughter of innocents.  Evie’s great-grandfather had proof of what really happened but never published the truth.  Evie’s father has kept the two letters, one written by Eason’s relative, telling the details of the Battle of Choke Creek.  One of these men was murdered, the other left before he too was discovered dead—both were branded cowards. Eason never learns the truth about what happened 100 years ago and returns home without leave, after witnessing a similar slaughter. He is a changed young man haunted by the slaughter he saw in Nam. Evie reads the letters and hopes to save Eason with the truth, but nothing can save him now: he takes his own life on the very battlefield where his ancestor watched in horror as so many people died.  The truth saves Evie though, and she vows to print the letters when she takes over her father’s paper.  

Audience and Connections:  For grades 8-12, Small’s story is based on The Sand Creek Massacre.  A fascinating story that weaves in and out of two American time periods with frightening similarities.


Wittlinger, Ellen.  Love & Lies, Marisol’s Story.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 2008.


Marisol decides to put off attending Stanford for a year so she can write a novel and, hopefully, fall in love.  She moves in with her best friend, Birdie, and gets a job in a coffee shop in Harvard Yard. Birdie brings home another roommate which complicates her life.  Birdie and Damon are beginning a gay relationship, and Marisol wants privacy and quiet to write.  Marisol then signs up for an adult education class titled, How to Write Your First Novel. At the first class she discovers Gio, who fell in love with her last spring, is also enrolled. The instructor, Olivia, is a beautiful young woman who seems to come on to Marisol.  Marisol is concerned about seeing Gio.  After all, he fell hard for her last year even though she told him she is a lesbian.  She’s flattered and excited about the attention she receives from Olivia, and the two begin a relationship.  Marisol soon learns that Olivia is demanding and controlling and she just doesn’t have the experience to deal with a sophisticated, older woman—but she wants to!  Into the mix comes Lee, who has just moved to Boston to live with her sister after outing herself at home.  She has a crush on Marisol, and though Marisol is flattered, Olivia is her passion.  When Marisol begins to suspect Olivia is not the novelist she says she is, Gio also comes up with evidence showing Olivia is a liar. Marisol realizes she is lucky to get out of the relationship and then tries to patch things up with Lee.


Audience: 10-12 grade girls.  This book will be particularly interesting to lesbian and gay teens or straight teens that want to understand the issues of their homosexual friends.  (This is the companion book to Hard Love.


Yoo, David.  Stop Me If You’ve Heard This One Before.  New York: Hyperion, 2008.


 Albert says he’s “on the fringe of the fringe.”  A loser.  He has no friends, he faces daily humiliation at his high school, and he’s given up—he’ll stay a loser forever.  When Albert turns 16, he gets a summer job at a local motel.  It is here that he gets to know Mia, a popular and pretty athlete and “the requisite arm candy of the king of the school.  Ryan Stackhouse.”  Albert says, “For a guy like me, The House was your typical nightmare—a cliché bully inexplicably perceived as a genial if charmingly fresh hero to all adults, a dark cloud approaching from the opposite end of the hall that would inspire me to duck into the nearest classroom. . .”  By the end of the summer, Albert and Mia are a couple, and Albert is finding that even having a popular girlfriend doesn’t bring him into the “in” crowd.  When Ryan is diagnosed with cancer, he uses his illness to win Mia back.  He needs her, and she feels she owes it to him to be available while he fights the cancer.  Albert becomes jealous and crazed—spying on the two of them and not able to accept that Mia is just supporting Ryan through this crisis.  Both of them make big mistakes but the ending is sweet—there just might be a chance for these two!


Audience: 9-12 graders.  Yoo writes with humor and seems to understand teen angst.

