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Avasthi, Swati. Split. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2010.

His abusive father kicks Jace, a 16-year-old high school student, out of the house after the two of them get into a violent fight when Jace realizes his father has raped his mother again.  With a small amount of money and his older brother’s address given to him by his mother, he drives away from Chicago but only after his mother promises she will follow him soon.  His brother Christian is a medical student in Albuquerque; he’s surprised and not altogether happy to see his younger brother.  He left their home at 17 after a particularly brutal beating and has tried to put the violence and nightmares behind him.  Christian has not revealed his past to the woman he loves, and Jace can’t bring himself to tell his brother he hit his girlfriend.  Their father’s violence has crippled both boys.  Jace discovers that Christian has been sending his mother money for years for an escape; he figures she didn’t leave because his father would never allow her to take him, and she wouldn’t leave him behind.  It takes a trip back to Chicago to rescue their mother to make Jace and Christian realize she is too broken to get herself out of a dangerous situation.  Both young men have to learn to deal with their history and though it takes some time for them to trust and to confide in one another, they begin to heal.

Audience and Connections:  Because of some graphic violence, this is a book for older teens, both girls and boys.  This is a powerful book about the effects of abuse on families and how violence is a learned behavior.

Caletti.,Deb. The Secret Life of Prince Charming.  New York: Simon and Shuster, 

2009.

Quinn lives in a home filled with women: her mother, her aunt, her grandmother, and her little sister.  The older women have all had their hearts broken by the men in their lives, and Quinn hears nothing but words of advice about men and the ways they can hurt women.  When she and her younger sister visit their father, Barry, who has been absent during most of their lives, they discover he has not only mistreated the woman in his life—he has also stolen from them.  Quinn calls Francine Lee, her older, half-sister, a sister she doesn’t know well, and the three girls set off on a journey to return the possessions to the women in their father’s past.  First they visit Joelle, Francis Lee’s mother, and return a painting Joelle bought when she was in a chaotic relationship with Barry.  It is at Joelle’s that Quinn meets Jake, Francis’ boyfriend’s brother, who joins them on their journey and teaches Quinn that not all males are losers. They next return a clock to Elizabeth, a funny, happily married lady who is dying of cancer; Elizabeth remembers how much she loved Barry until she realized she was tired of being lied to.  The girls complete their journey, returning treasured items and learning more and more about their selfish, manipulative father.  Quinn finally returns her mother’s treasured music box, a treasure her mother thought she had lost long ago.  Her father is furious, but Quinn knows she has done what she needed to do.

Audience and Connections:  This is a book for girls—9th grade and up.  I like the messages about love and commitment. I also like the fact Quinn and her sisters dare to correct their father’s wrongs.

Carter, Alley.  Heist Society.  New York: Disney, 2010.

Katrina Bishop was raised in a family of thieves—she learned to steal and to steal well from the time she was a small child.  Now that she is 15, she scams her way into a private school, hoping for a normal life.  Hale, her friend and former thief, brings her back to her old life—a powerful crime boss is missing five priceless pieces of art and her father is the only suspect.  Taccone tells Kat she either gets his paintings back or her father will meet with an unfortunate accident.  Knowing her father didn’t take the paintings, Kat gathers family members together to not only find the paintings but steal them back.  After discovering the paintings are not Taccone’s but art that was stolen from Jewish families by the Nazi’s, Kat begins a dangerous journey to return the paintings to their rightful owners.  Kat’s pack of teenage thieves not only find the paintings, they carry out an amazing heist—and then double cross Taccone so the paintings are returned to the families who owned them before WWII.

Audience and Connections:  This is a story for girls who like mysteries with a bit of romance thrown in for fun.  

Crutcher, Chris.  Angry Management.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2009.
Crutcher has written three novellas, bringing together beloved characters from earlier works, characters from different times and different novels who now find themselves thrown together in a counseling group run by Mr. Nak—a man who challenges each of them to tell their stories and let the anger go.  

The first novella, “Kyle Maynard and the Craggy Face on the Moon,” teams Angus Bethune and Sarah Byrnes, two young people who have plenty of reason to be angry.  Sarah’s mother abandoned her to an abusive father; Angus has two sets of parents, all homosexual.  Sarah’s father burned her face so she is horribly disfigured while Angus is extremely overweight.   These two begin dating and tell each other their darkest secrets.  Angus learns that the abuse isn’t the worst thing to happen to Sarah—it is her mother’s abandonment and her mother’s refusal to come back and testify years later when Sarah’s father is arrested for abusing not only her but threatening her friend.  Angus and Sarah go in search of her mother once more only to find her mother is still the spineless woman who left her young daughter with an abusive monster.  They discover something else; Sarah’s mother was pregnant when she left.  Sarah meets her 13-year-old sister whose name is also Sarah.  Angus’ love for Sarah and his determination for her to realize how truly beautiful she is helps Sarah get through the realization that her mother not only abandoned her, she replaced her.

Montana West and Trey Chase come together in “Montana Wild.”  Adopted when she was a young child, Montana is being raised by a control freak of a father and a mother who can’t stand up to her husband, even when he is verbally abusive and cruel to her daughters.  Montana writes for the school paper and many of her columns are censored; her most recent column on medical marijuana is another topic the administration won’t let the paper run.  When her father insists on sending their six-year-old foster child back into the system, Montana threatens to leave if they send Tara away.  Tara leaves the next morning, and Montana moves in with Trey, a fellow student, and his grandmother, who is dying of cancer—and who uses marijuana to ease her suffering.  Montana decides to fight her school board president father and the administration on the censorship issue.  Though she loses this battle, she shows her father for what he is and students have a chance to state their case. She eventually starts an underground newspaper and prints her column anyway.

“Meet Me at the Gates, Marcus James” is the story of hatred, bigotry, and homophobia.  It’s a tough read since three thugs from the football team literally get away with murder.  Marcus, an intelligent, black, gay senior finds a pink noose hanging on his locker.  His teacher, Mr. S, takes him to the office, and it is obvious the administration is not going to do much to find the culprits.  As a matter of fact, they seem to think Marcus “made his bed.”   When the superintendent holds an assembly to talk to the student body about the incident, they callously hang Marcus out to dry.  Matt Miller, a state champion wrestler, turns the tables on the administration by coming to the microphone and telling everyone the names of the three boys who hung the noose—three players on the football team.  The principal and the superintendent quickly hide the incident under the table, but the football coach suspends all three boys.  The three find Marcus at the lake where he swims daily and run him over with a motorboat—killing him and swearing it was an accident.  Matt finds evidence that the boys are lying; there is no way it could have been an accident. The police destroy the evidence and Matt and Mr. S realize racism is rampant throughout the community.  Matt refuses to wrestle again for a school that covers up a murder, and Mr. S refuses to teach the three boys.  There is no justice for Marcus.  Not an easy ending.

Audience and Connections:  This is a book for older teens.  Crutcher tells it like it is.  The content is often gritty and the themes are universal.   The first two novellas end with hope; the last one leaves the reader angry about the injustice and the ignorance that often surround us.

Draper, Sharon M.  Just Another Hero.  New York, Simon and Shuster, 2009.
This is the conclusion to The Battle of Jericho and November Blues.  Draper brings the stories of Arielle, November, Jericho, and their friends to an end with an intense and horrifying hostage situation.  The friends are in their senior year; November is back in school after having a baby. Kofi and Dana are excited about college, and Arielle is making up with friends again after a disastrous junior year of thinking herself too good for any of them.  Jericho and Olivia are still together.  Someone is stealing from students, and the school is trying to find the culprit.  Orick, a slight young man who hides behind his hooded sweatshirt, is bullied and humiliated. Eddie returns from juvenile detention with a chip on his shoulder, and Kofi and Arielle have major family problems.  As they try to deal with their problems, another student is heading for a breakdown.  Jack holds his entire science class hostage, waving a gun at them and shooting out windows and computer screens.  It is Eddie who eventually draws Jack’s attention away from the students and allows some of the others to tackle Jack and take away the gun.  All of them realize how lucky they are and what is important in their lives.

Audience and Connections:  Grades 8-12.   The students who have read the first two books will enjoy this final book.  Those who haven’t read it will be able to follow the story.

Foreman, Gayle.  If I Stay.  New York: Dutton Books, 2009.

Seventeen-year-old Mia has auditioned for Julliard and is looking forward to college and continuing her music.  She has a wonderful boyfriend, Adam, and her future seems bright.  When she and her family are in a car accident, her life suddenly changes in just a few horrifying seconds.  Once a truck hits their car, Mia hovers over the accident, finding her parents dead and the paramedics working over her own critically injured body.  The author tells Mia’s story from a Mia who is aware of what is happening to her and who can move around the hospital—an out-of-body experience. Mia tells the story in the present and from flashbacks as she explains the relationships in her life.  As she looks at her body lying in a bed, tubes running everywhere, she realizes she is running the show—she can stay or she can go.  That realization terrifies her.  She wonders what it will be like to live her life without her parents and without her beloved younger brother.  She thinks, “I’m not sure this is a world I belong in anymore.  I’m not sure I want to wake up.”  It is her grandfather, her friend, Kim, and Adam who remind her of what she lost but also about what she still has—why she wants to live—and her body and mind come together again.

Audience and Connections:  For girls 8-12 grade.  Mia is a strong character who girls will relate to.  Strong relationships with parents, relatives, and friends give Mia the strength to live.

Lupica, Mike.  Million-Dollar Throw.  New York:  Philomel Books, 2009.
Nate Brodie is an eighth grader with an amazing arm—the quarterback on his school’s football team and the winner of a chance to throw a pass into a target for a million dollars at a Patriot’s game. It sounds like life is good, but Nate has problems.  His dad lost his job and is working two jobs to stay afloat—his mom is also working for the first time that he can remember.  The family may lose their house and life is tense in the Brodie home.  Not only does Nate have family problems, his best friend, Abby, is quickly going blind.  Nate begins to research her disease and finds there is a cure, but the surgery is expensive and Abby’s father has lost his job and his health insurance.  The pressure to win the million dollars begins to get to Nate; he loses his confidence and his starting quarterback job.  Abby helps him put things in perspective, and, when he wins the money, he gives it to Abby for surgery.  

Audience and Connections:  a good read for the kids who love a good sports story and who also enjoy reading about teens who overcome adversity.  Grades 5-8.

Knowles, Jo.  jumping off swings.  Somerville, Mass:  Candlewick Press, 2009.

Told in four voices, this is the story of teenage pregnancy and its effects on not only the teen mom but also the teen dad and their best friends.  Ellie, looking for the love she doesn’t get at home, has sex with several boys, hoping one of them will actually cherish her.  When Josh gets her pregnant after hooking up with her at a party, she doesn’t tell him she is pregnant—she wants nothing to do with him.  Corinne encourages her to have an abortion, but Ellie can’t go through with it and decides to give the baby up for adoption.  Her friends Corinne and Caleb help her get through the months of pregnancy, the cruelty of the kids at school, and the birth of her son.   Josh also suffers but is on the outside looking in.  This is a sad, thoughtful story with no happy ending.

Audience and Connections:  Grades 8-12.   Knowles book doesn’t glamorize teen pregnancy—she shows the difficulties for all involved.

Lo, Melinda.  Ash.  New York: Little Brown and Company, 2009
This is a beautiful rendition of the Cinderella story.  Ash’s father dies, and she is left in the care of her evil stepmother and two stepsisters.  Ash’s mother was a special woman who taught her about the fairies and their magical life.  When she becomes a servant in her stepmother’s home, she continues to read the fairy tales that enchant her.  Her meetings with the dangerous fairy Sidhean both scare her and fascinate her.  Her attraction for Sidhean could lead to a life among the fairies—a life that would take away her humanity.  Her attraction for Sidhean fades when she meets the king’s huntress, Kaisa.  She is confused by her attraction to this powerful and beautiful woman until she finally realizes the true love she can find with Kaisa.

Audience and Connections:  Grades 8-12.  This is a fantasy—a Cinderella tale retold with a twist.  “Cinderella falls in love with another woman instead of the prince.  If teens like fantasy, they will enjoy Ash’s story.

Mackler, Carolyn. Tangled.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2010.

This is the story of four young people whose lives’ become tangled together when the four of them meet at a resort in the Carribean.  Jena and Skye are there with their mothers who are long time friends.  The girls don’t get along—Jena is 16 and has never had a boyfriend.  She considers herself ordinary and thinks she often acts like a “loser.”  Skye is older, beautiful, has a great looking boyfriend, models, and is up for a movie role.  Neither girl is interested in spending time with the other.  Dakota and Owen are with their mother who hopes to take Dakota’s mind off the death of his girlfriend and to get Owen out of his cyber space life.  Jena finds a suicide note at the edge of the hot tub and begins a conversation with Dakota.  While the two of them begin to spend time together, Owen can be found in the business center on the computer, and Skye spends her time on the beach keeping her eye on Jena and Dakota.  Dakota ditches Jena for Skye and the trip ends with bad feelings.  Mackler then takes us back in time to Dakota’s story:  a high school senior in a bad relationship who makes bad choices.  He lives with his police officer father; his brother lives with his mother.  When his girlfriend is killed in a car accident when she’s with another guy; Dakota gets into a fight at school with her brother and gets caught drinking.  His parents send him off to stay with his grandparents where he does some soul-searching.  When we are taken back in time to Skye we discover she isn’t as put together as Jena thinks.  Skye is auditioning for a movie but there are other things on her mind.  She wants to know about her father and his family, she feels alone, and she leaves notes about dying in places around the city.  Jena puts the note she found at the hot tub and a note on the computer together, and tells her mother she thinks Skye is thinking about suicide.  Owen’s story begins when his mom sends him to a seminar for kids who spend too much time online.  Owen hates the whole scene but is able to sneak into the business center and chat online with Miz J, a 16 year old who he has been texting for a few weeks.  She invites him to meet her in NYC, Dakota helps spring him from the seminar, and he takes a bus to meet Miz J, who just happens to be Jena.  The story takes us through four months that change the lives of four teens.

Audience and Connections:  This is a story for older teens—15-18 years of age.  Teens will relate to these four young people.  They will enjoy how they come together in ways that help each of them come to important realizations about their lives.

McVoy, Terra Elan. Pure. New York: Simon Pulse, 2009.

I almost quit reading this book after the first few chapters because the main characters were so repulsive—a group of girls with purity rings who think they are above everyone else.  I decided to see where the author was going with the story and continued reading.  Tabitha and her four best friends wear purity rings, a symbol of the virginity-until marriage-pledge they made to each other and to a public audience in their church.  Tab meets a boy who she cares deeply about and wonders if she can keep her promise.  She begins keeping secrets from her best friend, Morgan, when Morgan is critical of Tabitha’s new relationship.  When one of their group members, Cara, loses her virginity, the girls turn on her, Tabitha is torn between wanting to support her friend and wanting to remain friends with the group.  The group leaves her little choice and turns away from her too as she helps Cara through some difficult times.  Morgan goes overboard to condemn Cara and make her punishment public and humiliating, Tabitha takes a long and close look at the friends in her life and what she really believes about her faith and about forgiveness.

Audience and Connections:  A story for girls grades 8-12.  I think it gives girls some important issues to think about.  Teen sex and all it entails is an underlying theme as is friendship, hypocrisy, tolerance, and forgiveness.

Omololu, C.J. dirty little secrets. New York: Walker and Company, 2010.
Lucy wants nothing but a normal life—a life away from her mentally ill mother and the home she is so ashamed of she keeps from making friends so no one will see behind the front door.  Her mother is a hoarder—she spends money on things she doesn’t need and never throws anything away.  The house is nothing but tall piles of newspapers, clothes, old food—parts of their lives that her mother can’t let go of and won’t allow Lucy to throw away.  The kitchen is covered in mold and more piles of stuff; Lucy can’t even reach the sink.  Lucy has lived this way for years but now that she is 16 and has a best friend and a boy who is interested in her, she longs for something else.  When she comes home one day, she finds her mother dead, lying amid the piles of trash.  Lucy panics; she doesn’t want to call an ambulance and have anyone see how she lives.  She covers her mother with a sheet and begins trying to shovel away years of trash.  When she finds it impossible, she sets fire to the house.  The book ends with Lucy’s thoughts as the house goes up in flames. . .“ Mom had made the mess, and I was the only one left who could clean it up.  For sixteen years, I’d gone along with it all, until I finally took control, I kept the secrets safe.”

Audience and Connections:  The author did research through the Children of Hoarders organization, knowing the damage this kind of life can do to families.  I think young adults grades 8-12 will find the story fascinating.  Lucy is a strong character who is tired of living a life of secrets—so she takes control of her life.

Parker, Robert B. Chasing the Bear.  New York: Philomel Books, 2009.
Parker may have considered this novel YAL, but it is not going to interest most young people.  He frames the story of a young Spenser within a conversation between the older Spenser, the Boston private investigator, and Susan, his longtime lover.  Most teens aren’t going to understand or care about the relationship between the two, or why and how their conversation is important to the action.  The action?  The reader discovers how Spenser was raised by his father and two uncles who teach him how to fight and when to fight; the men have a strict moral code—one they instill in Spenser.  The reader finds Spenser helping a classmate escape from an abusive father and helping a young Mexican boy who is bullied by classmates.  As a Spenser fan, I was interested in the patter between Susan and Spenser and their talk of his youth.  Do I think teens will get it or enjoy it?  Not so much.

Audience and Connections:  Grades 7-10.  I think if some kids have read his adult novels, they may enjoy Chasing the Bear.

Julie Ann Peters.  By the Time You Read This, I’ll Be Dead.  New York:  Hyperion,

 2010.

This is a tough read.  Daelyn, a high school student who has been bullied since she started school, is so broken and so determined to kill herself this time around. She has failed more than once and is determined that the next suicide attempt will be successful. She joins a website for “completers’ that allows her to communicate with others who are contemplating suicide.  The website also teaches her the most successful ways of committing this most final of acts and encourages her on her journey.  Daleyn’s parents love her but are so completely baffled by her suicide attempts and her behavior that they don’t know how to help her.  As she begins to get rid of her belongings and as she discusses her life with other “completers,” readers learn how bullying has affected Daelyn from the time she was a small child into the present where peers continue to bully her at her Catholic high school.  What Daelyn doesn’t count on is the people who reach out to her, the people who give her a reason to stick around.  First there is Santana, a young man with cancer, who keeps pushing for a friendship even though Daelyn wants nothing to do with him.  He begins to grow on her, and she wonders if he will survive.  A reason to stay.  Then there is Emily, an overweight girl, who is also bullied—Daelyn tries to help her when others tease her.  Another reason to stay.  She also realizes how hard her parents are trying and worries how they will take her death.  The ending leaves the reader with questions but the signs point to a Daelyn who is going to stay.

Audience and Connections:  This is a book for grades 9 and up.  It’s a tough read but certainly has important things to say about bullying and suicide.

Peters, Julie Anne.  Rage: A Love Story.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc, 2009.
Johanna, a high school senior, is just starting to come out to family and friends.  She’s a kind young woman whose father died when she was young and whose mother died after a long illness.  Johanna cared for her while her older sister was away at college, and she’s used to being on her own.  She holds down a part time job, volunteers at the hospice her mother died in, tutors, and is a friend to Novak, a confused teenager who needs Johanna’s friendship desperately.  Her sister, Tessa, and her husband have moved back, but the relationship between the two sisters is strained—Tessa has yet to acknowledge the letter Johanna wrote her telling her she’s a lesbian.  Johanna is hurt and angry and dreams of finding love with Reeve, a student at her school who is out and active in the lesbian community. When Johanna begins to tutor Reeve’s autistic brother, she and Reeve begin a relationship that is poison to Johanna.  Reeve lives in a sordid, abusive world—a junky mom and her abusive boyfriend, an abusive father—a world of drugs and violence.  Johanna pushes for a relationship, wanting to protect Reeve from the abuse in her home.  Unfortunately, Reeve beats Johanna, causes her to lose her job and her position of trust at the hospice, and she beats Novak.  Reeve is an angry, sick young person who needs much more help than Johanna can give her.  It takes Johanna a while to understand that Reeve is not good for her, and she must get her life back.

Audience and Connections:  This is a story for older teens—mature themes of homosexuality, abuse, and murder.  Julie Anne Peters writes books about gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender teens, but she writes them for all teens –gay and straight.  This story has universal themes that will hit a chord with all teens.

Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  this world we live in. Boston: Harcourt, 2010.

This is the third apocalyptic novel Pfeffer has written and the characters in her first two novels come together in a world that is unlike anything the reader can imagine.  When a meteor slams into the moon, it changes the earth’s climate.  There is no sun and the air is filled with ashes and rain.  Most of the United States has been destroyed and many have died.  Miranda and her mother and two brothers find themselves almost alone in a dying town, trying to stay alive by once a week food deliveries and by scavenging what has been left behind in the homes of the dead or those who have left in search of food and light.  The dynamics change when Matt, Miranda’s older brother, brings home Syl, a young woman he found when he was out fishing and who he promptly “marries.”  Things change even more when Miranda’s father shows up with his new wife and baby, another older man, and a young man and his sister.  Now they must try to feed twice as many people and attempt to keep hope alive in the midst of death and destruction.  Miranda is attracted to Alex, a young man who is determined to get his younger sister to safety, even if it means leaving Miranda and the others behind.  When a tornado hits and destroys their home and seriously injures Alex’s sister, Miranda makes a decision to put Jenny out of her misery, even if it means losing Alex’s love.

Audience and Connections:  for teens in grades 8 and above.  The world Miranda finds herself in is terrifying—her story draws the reader in and keeps her reading as she wonders if Miranda and her family can possibly survive.

Stead, Rebecca.  When You Reach Me.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2009.
Miranda, a 6th grader, and her best friend, Sal, spend all of their time together until Sal, after a beating from another student, shuts her out of his life.  Miranda is forced to find other friends, and strangely enough, she begins to talk to Marcus, the boy who beat up Sal.  Marcus is a bright and strange kid who talks about time travel and tries to explain why he hit Sal—he wanted to see what would happen.  He explains that he wants to find out things besides the ordinary things.  Miranda doesn’t tell him the beating went beyond the ordinary—Marcus’ actions caused Sal to change, to shut her out of his life.  There is also a homeless, mentally ill man in the street who often chants strange things to Miranda plus someone is leaving notes for her, telling her he is coming to save her friend’s life and his own and that the journey is a difficult one.  When the homeless man shoves Sal out of reach of a speeding truck and dies himself, Miranda realizes it is Marcus who saves Sal, a Marcus who has traveled through time.

Audience and Connections:  This is a story for 5-7 graders with a fantastical premise.  Curious readers will want to keep reading to try and figure who is in danger and who is writing the notes.

Williams, Carol Lynch.  The Chosen One.  New York: St. Martian’s Press, 2009.
Thirteen-year-old Kyra lives in a community based on fear and violence and religious bullying.  She begins to question and then defy the fundamental beliefs of The Chosen Ones when she is ordered to marry her 60-year-old uncle, when she refuses to punish her baby sister for crying in front of the prophet, and when she watches her mother suffer through another pregnancy without medical care, losing another baby before its term.  Her father, a gentle man who loves all three of his wives and their many children, tries to stand up to the Prophet and his brother, who is high up in the chain of command.  He has no power in the group and is threatened with being sent away, his family given to others.  He is reminded that God has told the Prophet that Kyra must become her uncle’s seventh wife.  Kyra sneaks out in the middle of the night and tells Joshua, a young man she hopes to marry when they are older, what they have planned for her; he goes to the Prophet and asks to marry Kyra himself.  They are both beaten and Joshua is sent out of the compound and into the desert with three other teenage boys—the young girls are for the older men.  Kyra’s family prepares her for the wedding, but she prepares to run away.  Her first attempt fails and the Prophet’s police force brings her back after killing the man who tries to help her.  Her second attempt is a success.  The author leaves the reader with questions.  Will Kyra be able to leave the past behind, never seeing her family again?  Will she learn to fit into a world so alien to her own? 

Audience/Connections:  Girls from 6-10 grade will find Kyra’s story fascinating, not only because she is strong enough to fight the forces which control her life but because it gives the reader a picture into reality for some young women.  Kyra’s story is also the story of other young people caught in the horrors of fundamentalist, polygamist cults.

Wiseman, Rosalind.  Boys, Girls & Other Hazardous Materials.  New York:  G.P.

 
Putman’s Sons, 2010.

Charlie decides a new start and a new school is the way to begin her 9th grade year.  8th grade was a disaster—her two “best” friends turn out to be way too mean for Charlie, and she couldn’t seem to stand up to them.  She meets a new friend on day one, Sydney, plus realizes the girl her friends in 8th grade almost destroyed has also changed schools for a new start.  Will, her best friend elementary school also shows up for the first day of school—his parents have moved back to town after a three-year absence. Charlie is so glad to see him and pretty amazed at how “hot” he’s gotten.  Charlie’s friendship with Will puts her right back into the kind of situation she was trying to escape.  Will has made the varsity Lacrosse team and their history of hazing new members causes a horrible accident.  They run a pizza deliveryman off the road and put him in the hospital.  Charlie and her friends see the incident, and she makes the decision to tell what she has seen.  The principal wants to cover up the “prank,” but the new coach kicks two of the upperclassmen off the team and deals with this very serious issue.

Audience/Connections:  This is for girls 7-10.  There is some drinking but it’s handled in a way to show its dangers.  There is lots of silly girl behavior towards boys—but I think younger girls will enjoy the story.  The lesson is a good one.  
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