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Alexie, Sherman.  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. New York: Little, 
Brown and Company, 2007.   

Junior, a 14 year old living on the Spokane Indian reservation, tells his story with honesty and humor—a story that focuses on his dreams for a better life than the one he can hope for on the reservation. He describes himself as skinny with huge hands and feet and an enormous skull. Medical problems as a child left him with a brain injury and nearsighted in one eye and farsighted in the other.  He had seizures at least twice a week until he was 7 years old plus he has a “st-st-st-stutter and a lisssssssththththp.”  Junior says, “Everyone on the rez calls me a retard about twice a day.  They call me retard when they are pantsing me or stuffing my head in the toilet or just smacking me upside the head.” His math teacher tells him he has to leave the reservation forever.  If he is going to become someone, to use his intelligence and become educated, he has to find a place with hope—something not found on the rez.  Junior makes the decision to transfer to a white school, 22 miles from the reservation.  Rowdy, his best friend, is furious, and the two fight.  Junior wants Rowdy to come with him; Rowdy can’t understand why Junior wants to leave, and Junior realizes his best friend is now his “worst enemy.”
  Junior does attend the white school, and, though he initially faces racism and loneliness, with courage and humor, he makes friends and finds a place for himself in the all white school. What is most difficult for Junior is the reaction of the Indians on the reservation—they are angry at his decision to leave, and they make his life miserable.  Junior’s anger over the abuse of alcohol on the reservation is revealed in the poverty and tragedy his family faces on every level.  His father is an alcoholic, his mother is a recovering alcoholic, a drunk driver kills his beloved grandmother, and his sister dies in a fire while passed out after a night of heavy drinking.  Junior is determined to leave this life of hopelessness behind him.

Uses:  I would use this as a class novel.  Alexie’s novel paints an honest and horrifying picture of life on the reservation.  It also shows how courage can change the course of one’s life.  This is a character that will appeal to young readers.

Audiences:  grades 8-10.  

Themes:  courage, family, friendship, loyalty, coming of age

Arnold, Ted.  Rat Life.  New York: Penguin, 2007.
Todd is 14, likes to write, and spends much of his extra time helping out around the family motel and taking care of his grandmother who suffers from dementia.  A body is found in the river close to his home, and Todd is curious as to how the man died. Todd meets Rat, a young man not much older than Todd but already a Viet Nam veteran. Rat’s mother has too many boyfriends and a big drug habit. Todd begins working with Rat at the local drive-in, finding Rat secretive but fascinating, so he begins trying to find out about Rat’s life. He doesn’t have to look far—Rat’s father, a drunkard, rents a room at the hotel and is furious when grandma crawls into the back seat of his car.  He screams at Todd, insults grandma, and finally leaves, ruining the pop machines with his car as he roars out of the parking lot.  The mystery of the dead man deepens when Todd finds a hat in the river, a hat that looks very much like the hat held in the hands of a man in a picture hanging in Rat’s house. Too many coincidences connect Rat to the body.   Things come to a climax when the river begins to flood, and Todd finds Rat with a gun in his hand and Rat’s father dead on the floor.  Rat forces Todd to go with him to his tree house near the river.  As the river rises and the tree house begins its decent into the water below, Rat tells Todd the truth about his father and the body in the river.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop.

Audiences:  grades 8-10.  There is a horrible and graphic accident with a puppy plus the killings and the drugs makes this book a bit much for younger readers.

Themes:  mystery, veterans, Viet Nam, friendship, loyalty, aging

Caletti, Deb. The Fortunes of Indigo Skye. New York: Simon & Shuster, 2008.
Indigo is ready to graduate from high school and begin a full time career as a waitress at Carrera’s, the café where she works the breakfast shift. She loves making sure people are happy and comfortable; she loves talking to her customers about their lives and problems. She can’t understand why her mother thinks she needs to go to college—to look for a real career.  When a mysterious man leaves Indigo a 2.5 million dollar tip because she truly seemed to care about him and his health, her life becomes so much more than she expected.  Trying to find the mysterious man so she can return the money helps her reconnect with her father. When her benefactor refuses to take the money back, she begins to see how money can change people.  Her boyfriend seems much too interested in spending her money without even consulting her, her brother and her sister love all the gifts she can buy them, and her mother, who struggles to pay the bills, refuses any help at all. The biggest change comes at work—her boss’ attitude toward Indigo changes and Indigo begins to change too.  After all, she doesn’t really need this job.  After running off to California to visit a friend, Indigo begins to find herself—she can never be who she was but she can be someone whom she likes and respects.

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles  

Audience: 8-12th grade—girls will enjoy this book.  It’s fun to imagine how all of that money can change someone’s life.

Themes: friendship, coming of age, family life, choices

Caletti, Deb. The Nature of Jade. New York: Simon & Shuster, 2007.

Panic Disorder and a dysfunctional family make Jade’s senior life anything but perfect.  To help calm her fears at night she often looks in at the elephant enclosure on the webcam—they just help calm her fears.  It is on the webcam that she first sees Sebastian, a boy a few years older than her, a boy with a baby on his back.  Jade becomes obsessed with knowing this boy’s story, and they soon meet at the zoo where Jade is now volunteering at the elephant enclosure.  The two begin meeting at the zoo and then away from the zoo as their attraction grows stronger.  Sebastian eventually invites Jade to meet his grandmother and to see the houseboat where the three of them live.  Eventually, against his grandmother’s wishes, Sebastian tells Jade the truth.  The baby’s mother is not really dead, as he told her earlier, but she just wasn’t interested in having anything to do with the baby until he was a year old, It was then that her parents hired a lawyer to try and gain custody.  Sebastian took Bo and ran.  They are in hiding, and when Jade tells her mother the truth, she contacts Bo’s material grandparents, and the three are on the run again.  Jade stays behind but feels her life is with Sebastian and Bo.  After her freshman year in college, she transfers to a college near their new home.

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles  

Audience: 9-12th grade—girls will enjoy this book

Themes: friendship, coming of age, family problems, choices, elephants, 

Crutcher, Chris.  Deadline.  New York: Greenwillow Books, 2007.

Ben Wolf learns some devastating news just before he begins his senior year: he has a fatal blood disease and has a year, at the most, to live.  He makes a decision once the doctor gives him the bad news—he doesn’t want anyone to know—“”I don’t have anything to teach anyone about life, and I’m not brave, but I’d rather be a flash than a slowly cooling ember.”  Knowing his mother is too fragile to handle the news and his dad has enough on his plate taking care of his mentally ill mother, and knowing he doesn’t want his brother or his friends to treat him differently, Ben decides to forgo treatment and have a great senior year.  Ben is determined to “consolidate a life into a year” and begins his senior year with his secret and a plan to live life to the fullest.  He abandons his cross country career to go out for football, makes a play Dallas, the volleyball player he has been dreaming about for years, decides to make life miserable for his social studies teacher, a conservative, arrogant know-it-all, and he tries to save the town drunk. Ben does well in football though he’s only 123 pounds, he gets the girl who has problems of her own, and he can’t save the town drunk who has horrible secrets that are slowly killing him.  Once he realizes he must tell people the truth, that keeping his illness a secret wasn’t such a great idea, he is grateful for the support he gets from his brother and eventually from Dallas.  Ben’s death is inevitable from the beginning of Crutcher’s novel, but he makes the best of the time he has left.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop.  This would be a good class novel in a thematic unit about death and dying or making tough decisions.

Audiences:  grades 9-12. 

Themes: death, families, mental illness, decisions, truth

Davis. Deborah. Not Like You. New York: Clarion Books, 2007. 

Fifteen year old Kayla follows her alcoholic mother, Marilyn, from home to home, hating the moving, and hating the reasons even more: they move when her mother loses a job or their apartment or breaks up with a man.  This time they end up in a broken down trailer in a little town north of Albuquerque.  Her mother fights her demons while Kayla finds a job and meets a young man, a struggling musician, almost 10 years older.  Remy has problems of his own—he’s been in trouble for being with a young girl so he’s careful with Kayla. She tells him she’s almost 18 so they agree to not rush into a physical relationship until her birthday.  When Remy moves to Denver with his band and her mother loses her job and begins drinking again, Kayla follows Remy after stealing money from the women she works for—women who trust her and who have been her friends. Kayla gets a job and stays with a distant Remy. It isn’t until she realizes Remy is using her for money and for the songs she writes, that she knows she needs to go home, help her mother, and deal with the theft.  This book begins with a sex scene between Kayla and a high school senior—a rather disturbing scene that shows Kayla’s lack of self-worth.  That is one reason I think this is for a more mature audience.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop.

Audiences:  grades 9-12. 

Themes: mother/daughter relationships, friendship, alcoholism, taking responsibility

Deuker, Carl.  Gym Candy.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007.

Football is the focus of Mick Johnson’s life; his father has raised him to be a football star from the time he was a toddler.  The pressure to be great comes not only from his father but also from Mick himself.  When he makes varsity as a 9th grader, it isn’t enough that he is the number two running back—his father asks him if he can “get” the number one running back, a junior who is bigger and stronger than Mick. Mick doesn’t want to wait his turn to be a starter; he wants it now, and his dad puts pressure on him constantly.  It’s this pressure that makes Mick consider taking the steroids offered him by his trainer at the private gym his dad joined. Once on steroids, Mick hides his secret from his parents, his teammates, and his coach.  He begins to notice changes in himself: uncontrollable anger, pimples on his body, puffy nipples, depression.  But he can’t stop now—he wants to get stronger, bigger.  So he begins to do stacks—lots of pills and lots of injections.  Once tryouts are over, Mick goes off the drugs; he wants to be good on his own, and he wants to look his friends in the eye without feeling guilty.  Mick plays well but eventually the drugs’ effects wear off and Mick takes more, even though the school trainer is suspicious of his weight gain and his sudden surge in strength.  Mick loses control of his temper in a game and is suspended; his best friend finds out he’s using and says he’s going to the coach.  Mick can’t face what will happen next and attempts suicide. He ends up in the hospital and then in drug rehab—he wants to stay clean, but he also knows he wants to be the best on the field, and he knows he can go anywhere and get steroids again.  The reader is left with just a little hope for Mick Johnson.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop.

Audiences:  grades 7-12. 

Themes: football, steroids, father-son relationships, friendship

Draper, Sharon M.  Fire From The Rock.  New York: Dutton Children’s Books, 2007. 

Sylvia is a young Black girl growing up in a very racist, segregated Little Rock, Arkansas, in the late 1950’s. According to the author, “Sylvia Faye and her family are fictional, but the nine students who integrated Central High are very real.”  Sylvia is looking forward to high school, but, when the federal government insists public schools integrate, she is one of a small group of Black students chosen to enter Central High in the fall. Though Sylvia feels honored to have been chosen, she realizes this will be a dangerous and difficult task; she’s not sure she is up to the challenge.  She wonders if she wouldn’t be happier with her friends at the Black high school and at a school where she can participate in school activities.  The Black students chosen to attend Central have already been told they would not be welcome in any extra-curricular activities or allowed to attend school functions.   When Sylvia decides not to attend Central, she watches in horror as the Little Rock 9 are persecuted by the community and by other students; many of them are driven from the school.  Sylvia knows the time to integrate has come, but she fears for her family and herself as she watches the beginning of an historic, violent time in the United States.

Uses:  This would be a good choice for Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop. I would also use this as a class novel in an English/U.S. History interdisciplinary class.

Audiences: Grades 7-10.  Sylvia’s story is one that all young people should read—too many of our youth know little about the horrors of segregation and the fight to integrate.

Themes: coming of age, racism, segregation, non-violent protests, integration, violence

Draper, Sharon.  November Blues.  New York: Atheneum Books, 2007.

November thinks her world has come to end when her boyfriend, Josh, is killed in a club initiation ritual, but life looks even bleaker when she discovers she is pregnant.  She knows her mother will be disappointed; she has big plans for November and college. Jericho, Josh’s cousin, is also struggling with Josh’s death and the fact that he was there the night he died, encouraging Josh to jump from the second story window.  November is right—her mother is devastated, and Josh’s parents hire a big time lawyer who encourages November to sign her baby over to them, offering her money for college.  November is angry and confused and tells them she needs time to think about her decision.  In the meantime, her body changes, her classmates either stand behind her or ridicule her, and she realizes her life is changing in ways she never imagined.  Jericho and two of her girlfriends support her through this difficult time, even when the baby is born prematurely and may have brain damage.  The author leaves us with November keeping her baby, a very uncertain future ahead for both of them.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop

Audiences:  Grades 9-12. 

Themes:  death, teen pregnancy, friendship, tough decisions

Green, Tim. Football Genius.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2007.
Troy is a twelve-year-old with a gift for predicting football plays.  He’s also a pretty good quarterback but plays second string behind the coaches’ son.  When his mom gets a job with the Atlantic Falcons and when Troy meets Seth Halloway, the Falcon’s star linebacker, Seth becomes the Falcons’ secret weapon.  It’s not easy being a secret weapon though—the defensive coach would rather the team lose than take Troy’s help.  With the help of the owner and the head coach, and with Seth in his corner, Troy saves the season for the Falcons.  He also gets a chance to play quarterback for his junior league team when the coach walks out on his team and Seth volunteers to help. A rather silly premise but young boys will enjoy the fantasy and the football.

Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop

Audiences:  Grades 5-8

Themes:  believing in oneself, telling the truth, football, family, friendship

 Koertge, Ron. Strays.  Cambridge: Candlewick Press, 2007.

16-year-old Ted’s parents, who own a pet shop, are killed in an automobile accident, and he’s placed in a foster home with two other boys, C.W., who has been in the system for a long time and Astin, a cocky senior who will soon be thrown out of the system when he turns 18. Ted’s foster parents won’t win any parents of the year award.  Mr. Rafter is in it for the money and expects perfection.  Mrs. Rafter is childless and nurses a doll, freaking out the boys and disgusting her husband.  Ted is a “geek,” a young man who has been brutalized by kids at his old school and who knows his new school won’t be much better.  The story takes a strange twist early on when Ted stops to talk to a blind man and his dog.  When he leans down to pet the dog, she smiles at him and says, “You’re doing okay.  Keep it up.”  She then tells Ted she has a toothache.  Ted says good-by to the dog and the man, telling him to get his dog to the vet.   No wonder so many people look at Ted strangely—he walks through the zoo talking to the animals, animals come up to him on the street and carry on a conversation.  When Astin takes Ted under his wing, school doesn’t seem quite as dangerous as before.  Ted also meets Wanda, whose parents have taken off on a cross-country tour, leaving her behind to fend for herself.  Ted gets a job at the zoo and life is looking up—even for a kid in foster care.
Uses:  Literature Circles and Reader’s Workshop

Audiences:  Grades 7-10.  Boys and girls will enjoy Ted’s sense of humor, his magic with animals, and his courage to make it without parents.

Themes:  Coming of age, foster care, magical realism, bullying, friendship, first love

Lupica, Mike. Summer Ball.  New York: Philomel Books, 2007.
This is Lupica’s sequel to Travel Team.  Danny Walker is still the smallest kid on the basketball court.  In Travel Team, Danny leads his team to the national championships while his father, a former big time basketball star, moves back into town and into Danny’s life.  This time around, Danny is off to a summer basketball camp run by a professional player—a big-time camp.  His dad thinks this is the perfect time for Danny to attend a camp of this caliber.  Danny has his doubts.  He’s still short, and he’ll be going up against the best players in the country. Danny was right to doubt. He ends up in a bunkhouse with kids younger then him and no one seems to be too concerned that he’s not with his friends or his age group.  He gets put on a team with the coach from hell, a man who has it out for Danny’s father and Danny.  Coach Powell is out to prove Danny doesn’t belong on a basketball court, as is Rasheed, a tall powerful basketball player who harasses Danny on the court and off.  Danny is miserable and has lost much of his confidence. He fakes an injury and hopes to get sent home.  It’s Tess, his girl, who tells him to get back on track and prove himself.  There’s lots of basketball action throughout the book but in the last section of the book readers are taken on a wild ride through the end of the camp tournament where Danny gets his confidence back, stuffs Rasheed, proves to Powell that he is indeed a basketball player, and proves something to himself: he does have what it takes.

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles  

Audience: 7-10th grade—The basketball will draw in sports lovers and the conflict Danny faces as a short person in a tall person’s world is a good discussion point for challenges kids meet in life.

Themes: friendship, intolerance, coming of age, sports, winning, challenges

Lupica, Mike. The Big Field. New York: Philomel Books, 2008.
Fourteen-year-old Hutch has always been the star shortstop on his baseball team.  He dreams of playing college and professional ball, making it even further than his father, a baseball star in his youth.  When Darryl Williams joins the team, Hutch must be happy with playing second base, giving up his shortstop position to someone with more talent, someone with the potential to be the next baseball phenomenon.  As Hutch tries to come to terms with this turn of events, he also struggles with his relationship with his inattentive father, Carl, a former star shortstop. When Hutch comes to practice early, he finds his father coaching Darryl; he’s hurt and confused since his father never shows an interest in his baseball skills. Hutch goes after Darryl when the shortstop cracks, “What’s the matter, Hutch Junior?  You afraid your daddy likes me better than you?”  Suspended from one game in the championships, Hutch searches for some answers as Carl tries to explain his own mistakes—both in baseball and in parenting.  Boys who love baseball or sports stories will enjoy the baseball action.

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles  

Audience: 6-10th grade—The baseball will draw in sports lovers

Themes: father/son relationship, friendship, coming of age, sports, winning, challenge

Parker, Robert B.  Edenville Owls.  New York:  Penguin Books, 2007.
World War II has just come to end and life looks pretty good for Bobby Murphy and his friends.  Even though they don’t have a coach or a gym, the boys form a basketball team, playing games and holding practices. While the boys attempt to play without much support, school begins, and Bobby begins to feel more than friendship for his long time friend, Joanie. Bobby is impressed with his new English teacher, Miss Delaney, and is concerned when he sees her leave school one day only to be stopped by a man who physically threatens her.  It’s obvious to Bobby she doesn’t want anything to do with this stranger; she slaps him, trying to get out of his grasp. Bobby opens the window and yells, “Let her alone.”  This is the beginning of a mystery Bobby is determined to solve: Who is this man and why is he bothering their new teacher? Ms. Delaney asks him to keep the incident a secret, but when she comes to school with bruises on her face, he tells Joanie and together they plan how to help their teacher.  Bobby gets more than he bargained for as he begins investigating this stranger.  The man is a deserter and has taken on the identity of a dead soldier, Oswald Tupper, and is passing himself off as a preacher.  Bobby begins attending the small church as Tupper preaches white supremacy to all who will come to listen to his hatred—“White and Christian until death.”  When Bobby finally confronts Ms. Delaney, she confesses the man is her husband and wants their son.  She has been trying to hide from him, but now he has found her, and she is afraid for her life and the life of their son.  Bobby and his friends figure out a way to keep her secret and get rid of the evil in their town for good.

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles  

Audience: 7-10th grade - The basketball will draw in sports lovers but the mystery will interest both boys and girls. 

Themes: friendship, intolerance, prejudice, mystery, coming of age

Reinhardt, Dana.  Harmless.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books. 2007.
Three girls tell a lie to keep themselves out of trouble, a lie they thought was better at the time than the truth.  The lie begins to have a life of its own and soon the girls are in way over their heads.  Anna and Emma are good friends, drawn into the world of Mariah, a girl who dates an older guy from another high school. Mariah doesn’t get along with her new stepfather and looks for acceptance elsewhere: with D.J., a loser who never has Mariah’s best interests at heart. Mariah invites Anna and Emma to a party with D.J. and his friends and things get out of hand.  The girls drink too much and Emma ends up having sex with someone she barely knows.  At another party, Emma’s mom calls, wondering where they are.  The girls lie and come up with a story that horrifies their parents: while they were walking home from getting a snack, Emma was attacked and almost raped.  The story grows and soon someone is arrested and charged with the crime.  The girls’ world is defined by the lie—there is no getting out of it unless someone tells the truth.  

Audience: 8-10th grade girls

Uses:  Reader’s workshop, literature circles

Themes:  friendship, trust, families, the consequences of lying, drinking, relationships

Rhoades-Courter, Ashley.  Three Little Words.  New York: Anthneum, 2008.
Rhoades-Courter’s book began as an essay in a student-writing contest and developed into a powerful memoir of her terrifying childhood in the foster care system.  Born to a single, 17-year-old mom, life got even more difficult when her mother hooked up with an abusive man, the father of Ashley’s younger brother.  Ashley and Luke were taken away from their mother and spent the next 9 years in foster homes.  Confused and hoping that somehow she would be reunited with her mother, Ashley moved from home to home, some better than others.  When she was 7, Ashley joined her brother at Marjorie Moss’ home, a woman as “wicked as a fairy-tale witch.”  Here Ashley is abused both physically and mentally along with other foster children by a cruel and frightening woman—a woman the system allowed to keep children even when there were so many signs of abuse.  Ashley tries to tell people of the abuse, but her caseworker doesn’t believe her; he’s almost as evil as Moss.  Ashley is bumped from home to home and then finally to an institution where a kind woman becomes her protector, getting her mother’s rights terminated and finding parents for her.  Afraid to believe she’s in a safe place and won’t be sent back, Ashley tests her new parents.  Their patience and love help her to finally accept that she now has a home of her own.  When they read that Mr. and Mrs. Moss had been arrested, Ashley’s new mom helps her sue the state and her former foster parents; she wants to be sure these two never have a child in their home again and that the state is held accountable for their part in the mistreatment of so many children.

Audience: 8-12th graders 

Uses:  a class novel for a memoir unit, Reader’s workshop, literature circles

Themes:  foster care, abuse, adoption, families, trust

Vaught, Susan. Big Fat Manifesto.  New York: Bloomsbury, 2008.

Jamie Carcaterra, a size 4X, is a high school senior.  Too fat to play Dorothy in The Wiz, she ends up playing Evillene. Too fat to buy clothes in most stores for young people, she sets out to show just how unfair the world of consumerism is for those overweight. When she decides to use her weight to win a national features award college scholarship, she writes a Fat Girl column for the school paper informing other students about the hardships of being overweight and the unfair treatment one receives when fat.  Jamie’s parents are both heavy; their lifestyle supports Jamie’s problems and often embarrasses her.  Her boyfriend is also heavy, but when he decides to have bariatric surgery a shocked Jamie fears for his life—the surgery is dangerous and difficult and the death statistics for blacks are even higher than for whites.  Burke’s surgery becomes part of the column as she watches him go through the surgery, relapse and almost die before having a second surgery, and then suffer as he tries to learn to eat with a stomach “the size of a thumb.”  Things get more difficult when Jamie is attacked by some members of the press for defending what they see as a national health issue: obesity. Burke becomes thinner and thinner, and Jamie begins to realize the two of them are going in opposite directions—especially when she begins to fall for the editor of the school paper—an attraction that is returned.  The humor isn’t funny—because being fat isn’t funny.  Even though Jamie tries to make her obesity into a joke at times and even though she shows how difficult it is to live in a “skinny” world, she is unhappy and ashamed of her weight. All Jaime wants is for a little fairness in the world and to be accepted for whom she is and not what she looks like.  Unfortunately, even Jamie isn’t accepting of her body.

Audience: 8-12th graders 

Uses: Reader’s workshop, literature circles, thematic unit on acceptance or equity

Themes: overweight persons, relationships, family, friendship, fairness, acceptance
Wright, Bill. When the Black Girl Sings.  New York: Simon and Shuster, 2008.  

Lahni is a young Black girl whose white parents are getting a divorce.  Lahni is angry with her father, who is having an affair, and she becomes more and more confused about her place in the world. The only Black student in her school, Lahni is often left out or ridiculed, though she does have a few good friends.  A high school boy, a racist, begins to stalk her. She is afraid of him but doesn’t tell her parents about his strange behavior.  Her music teacher wants her to enter a musical competition, but she doesn’t have the confidence to say yes.  As she struggles to accept her parents’ upcoming divorce, Lahni’s mother takes her to a local church.  Lahni, spellbound by the church choir, gathers the courage to ask the director if she can join the choir and if he will help her prepare for the competition.  The director, Marcus, and many members of the choir are Black; Lahni begins to feel a real sense of belonging.  Marcus, a flamboyant and talented musician, accompanies Lahni during her competition. Her singing, her new friends in the choir, and her parents who are also struggling to help Lahni find her place in the world, assist Lahni to find her identity.
Audience: 6-9 grade girls

Uses:  Reader’s workshop, literature circles

Themes:  Interracial adoption, divorce, finding identity, friendship, stalking 
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